
Upcoming Meetings
Chaddock Behavioral Health
     Mar. 5 — 9:00 - 11:00 CST
     Video Conference

CATS Board Meeting
    Mar. 10 — 11:30 - 1:30   
    Conference Room
    Chaddock Education Center

The Knowledge Center at Chaddock
    Mar. 12 — 1:00 - 3:00 CST
    Video Conference

Chaddock Children’s Foundation
    Mar. 17 — 12:00 - 1:30
    Conference Room
    Chaddock Education Center

Chaddock Board Meeting
    Mar. 20 — 11:30 - 1:30
    OASIS Conference Room
    Chaddock Education Center

Are You Following 
Us Online?

There are a number of ways you 
can keep track of what is happen-
ing at Chaddock on-line:

•  You can like and follow 
Chaddock and The Knowledge 
Center at Chaddock on Facebook 
and check out our websites.

• Listen to Attachment Theory in 
Action podcasts hosted by Karen 
Buckwalter. Posted each Tuesday, 
the podcasts feature leading experts 
in the field of attachment. More 
than 100 episodes are available.

• Follow the Reed About 
Leadership blog, which is posted 
each Wednesday. Debbie Reed has 
been offering weekly insights on 
leadership since January of 2014.
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Draft Strategic Framework 
Presented at March Meetings

As we continue to move through the strategic planning process, we will 
present a draft of our aligned strategic focus for our family of orga-
nizations at the March meetings of each of our Boards. Feedback we 
receive from the Board meetings will provide guidance as we continue 
to refine the document and develop specific strategic goals for each of 
our organizations. These three year plans will then be the basis for our 
FY21 organizational plans and budgets. The final strategic framework 
and proposed FY21 budgets will be presented to each of the Boards for 
approval at their June meetings. 

Students Bring History to Life
Each February, students at Chaddock’s school bring history to life 
through Living History displays. Grade School, Jr. High and High 
School students select a historic or famous individual to research. They 
then create an informative poster and portray the individual at the event. 
Visitors had the chance to talk to the characters and learn interesting 
facts about their lives. Our students’ creativity never disappoints!



IM-CANS Embedded in FlexAMS
Every child who enters the child welfare system in Illinois is required to have 
an assessment known as the IM-CANS (Illinois Medicaid Comprehensive 
Assessment of Needs and Strengths), which is a standardized tool for inte-
grated assessment and treatment planning. To respond to the needs of cur-
rent and future FlexAMS clients, we proactively incorporated the IM-CANS 
Assessment into our electronic health record. The Praed Foundation, which 
developed the CANS Assessment, has certified that FlexAMS meets all of the 
requirements of this assessment. As Illinois prepares to move all of its youth 
in care to a Managed Care Organization, and many agencies that have not yet 
transitioned to an EHR will have to do so, this added feature positions Flex as 
a solid option for these agencies.

Expanding Our Influence
u Chaddock was well represented at the Attachment & Trauma Network   
       (ATN) Trauma Sensitive Schools Conference held in Atlanta in February. 
       Josh Carlson, Director, TKC, led a presentation on ways to handle the 
       vicarious trauma that comes from working with challenging children.  
       Jenna Kelly, Associate Director of Caregiver Connections, also presented 
       on using yoga in a trauma sensitive classroom. In addition to the two 
       presenters, Marketing Manager Crystal Zehnle staffed a Chaddock 
       exhibit table and Alice Arnold, a teacher at Chaddock, also attended.

u Debbie Reed, President/CEO, presented “Leadership for the Toughest 
       Problems” at the Alliance Senior Leadership Conference in Savannah, 
       GA for a large crowd of non-profit leaders from around the country.

u Matt Obert, Executive Director of Chaddock Attachment and Trauma 
       Services, was at our state capitol for this year’s Lobby Day 2020 hosted 
       by the Illinois Collaboration on Youth. He had the opportunity to meet 
       with several legislators and was also interviewed by WGEM regarding 
       state funding for community based prevention programs.

u Karen Buckwalter led two Theraplay Consult Groups in February with 
       individuals pursuing Theraplay certification. Also in February, Karen 
       presented an Adult Attachment Interview (AAI) Workshop for clinicians.

u Josh Carlson began leading a LUME cohort at Quincy’s Early  
       Childhood Learning Center. LUME is an attachment-based, trauma-
       informed early childhood curriculum and coaching program.

u Debbie Reed and Karen Buckwalter continue to promote Raising the 
       Challenging Child through book launch events, blogs, articles and 
       podcasts through the US and Canada.

Best Wishes to Rev. Jeff Rasche
For nearly thirteen years, Rev. Jeff Rasche has served as the face of Chaddock  
with United Methodist Churches and numerous groups and individuals 
throughout the state. Jeff retired at the end of February. We appreciate his 
years of service and wish him the best as he begins a new chapter.
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Coronavirus 
Preparedness

As information on Coronavirus 
continues to dominate the news, we 
have reviewed our infection con-
trol and emergency action plans to 
ensure we are doing all we can to 
practice good infection prevention, 
to limit our risk for exposure and 
to be prepared in the event that the 
virus becomes a bigger concern. 

The health risk for Coronavirus, or 
COVID-19, remains low however 
we have reminded all staff of the 
importance of hand washing and 
staying home if they are sick. We 
also offer the flu shot annually to 
all staff at no cost.

All new clients and students will be 
screened for temperature, cough, 
shortness of breath and travel his-
tory prior to being placed in one 
of our programs. In keeping with 
the IL Department of Public Health 
guidelines, staff and students will 
not be using masks or gloves and 
we will not cancel classes or any 
gatherings of clients. Our nursing 
staff will continue to monitor the 
situation to determine if we need 
to take any additional steps to help 
minimize the chance that our kids 
or staff will contract the virus.

Renovation Update
Renovation work on the “old 
school” to convert it to The 
Knowledge Center at Chaddock is 
coming along well. The walls are 
up and painted, work has started on 
the flooring, and the furniture and 
technology has been ordered. The 
project is expected to be completed 
by the first of May. This will also 
allow our students and staff to once 
again access our chapel and the 
front entrance of the SIU Medical 
Clinic, both of which connect to 
the renovated structure.


